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Comprehensive

TheThere are very specific depression, anxiety, substance abuse and 

other scales in use by treatment providers but the DUSI is the 

only instrument that can cover many different domains with a 

simple client self-report. Its ability to assess a variety of sub-

stance abuse and mental health conditions and efficiently 

monitor clients over time sets the DUSI apart from any other 

instruments in use today.

Powerful

TheThe DUSI provides a complete profile of strengths and needs 

with an instant psychosocial profile that informs targeted treat-

ment, referral to specialized services and ongoing monitoring of 

client response to treatment. Individual reports for monitoring 

clients can be rolled up into population outcome reports to 

objectively demonstrate program successes to funders.

Simple

The simple “yes/no” question structure with client self-reporting 

requires only a grade 5 reading level. Administering the instru-

ment and reading the reports does not require costly, time-con-

suming, specialized training so the DUSI can be implemented 

quickly in a cost-effective manner by organizations of all sizes.

Accurate

BasedBased on decades of peer-reviewed research, the Drug Use 

Screening Inventory is the gold standard in construct validity. 

Federally funded in the US, the DUSI is used worldwide by orga-

nizations like state correctional institutions, drug and mental 

health courts where accuracy in decision-making is at a 

premium.

Fast

Unlike instruments with complicated question structures requir-

ing structured clinical interviews, the DUSI can be administered 

in minutes.  Frontline staff can gather data using a brief screen 

(2 mins), short assessment (8 mins) or full assessment (20 mins) 

depending on organizational needs and resources available.

Screening, assessing and targeting treatment for clients with substance abuse and mental health conditions is 

challenging under the best of circumstances. Many assessment instruments require specialized training and take 

an hour or more to administer in structured settings. The difficulty in administering and reading reports can lead 

to a backlog of cases and shortcuts taken to expedite the process.

ForFor some organizations, this has led to the utilization of simpler instruments that may lack accuracy and cannot 

be relied upon for high-stakes decisions. Recognizing these widespread problems, the Drug Use Screening Inven-

tory (DUSI) was developed after decades of research and is in use worldwide by behavioral health, corrections, 

drug and mental health courts, school systems, and even pharmaceutical companies for new drug treatment 

research trials.

Rapid & Accurate Behavioral 
Health Assessment: the DUSI
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Better Productivity, Visibility & Client Outcomes

“Good morning, I administered my örst assessment yester-

day and scored it and created a report!!!!!!!!!!! I will send it to 

the probation officer today. Thanks a bunch!”

“Good morning, I administered my örst assessment yester-

day and scored it and created a report!!!!!!!!!!! I will send it to 

the probation officer today. Thanks a bunch!”

“I went from a time-consuming struggle with the client 

trying to önd out accurate information, to a focused conver-

sation that started with…this is what you are telling me is 

going on in your life…”

Demonstrate Program Effectiveness

Organizations struggle with evaluating program effectiveness in real-time. 

Gone are the days of costly, after the fact, external evaluations that do little to 

inform decisions when they are needed most.

AdminisAdministering the DUSI on the eINSIGHT web-based platform offers a visual 

experience that is easy to work with so that your population health outcomes 

can be reported across clinicians, programs, facilities, regions and more to 

evaluate program effectiveness enabling you to demonstrate the impact of 

your programs to the county, state, or funder.

Clinician Testimonials

About Dr. Ralph Tarter

TThe DUSI was developed by Dr. Ralph Tarter, the 

director of the NIDA-funded Center for Education and 

Drug Abuse Research (CEDAR). Widely regarded as the 

pre-eminent expert in the öeld of addiction research, 

Dr. Tarter has written 11 books, 80+ book chapters and 

produced 300+ peer-reviewed publications during his 

40+ year career.

HisHis desire to create a simple but powerful behavioral 

health assessment culminated in development of the 

DUSI which is in use worldwide and available in 15 lan-

guages. Dr. Tarter continues to develop new sub-scales 

and applications for the DUSI and works with eINSIGHT 

clients to achieve sustainable long-term outcomes for 

their clients while realizing greater operational effi-

ciencieciencies.

https://www.einsight.net/demo/?utm_source=offline&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=dusi&utm_content=dusi-solution-sheet
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